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Filed for intro on  02/02/2000

SENATE RESOLUTION 39
By  Dixon

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Mr. Henry Collins, World
War I veteran of Memphis.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of

the passing of Tennessee's only known surviving African American World War I veteran; and

WHEREAS, an exemplary gentleman, Mr. Collins was inducted into the Army shortly

after his 22nd birthday, and served as an escort for prisoners of war in France from August

1918 to February 1919; and

WHEREAS, a longtime resident of Shelby County, Henry Collins was a highly respected

member of the Memphis community, where he shared his memories of World War I with his

beloved nephews; and

WHEREAS, the French Consul General Jean-Paul Monchau awarded Mr. Collins with

France's highest honor for his service as one of two million American soldiers who were sent to

defend our country during the First World War; and
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WHEREAS, African Americans made significant contributions in World War I, as well as

in many other conflicts, and hoped to gain more respect and acceptance as U.S. citizens after

such efforts; unfortunately, these hopes were dashed, as racial tensions were especially high in

Tennessee during these turbulent times along with the entire nation; and

WHEREAS, approximately 367,000 African Americans served in the armed forces

during World War I; 100,000 men served in France, including Mr. Collins; and

WHEREAS, it has also been noted that 53% of the U.S. personnel who served in the

First World War were abroad for an average of six months; and

WHEREAS, Henry Collins leaves behind an indelible legacy of probity in public life,

compassion in private life and diligence in all his chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, he served with dedication for many years as a boilerman for the Memphis

Housing Authority until his retirement; and

WHEREAS, Henry Collins was also deeply devoted to his family; those who remember

him state that it was an honor to be in his presence; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Collins was a living legend, endeared to all who knew him; he will be

sorely missed by his nephew, Neville Collins, and his caregivers, Linda Crawford, Thomas E.

Collins, and William E. Cannady; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the

bountiful life of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIRST GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, That we memorialize Tennessee's last African

American World War I veteran, Mr. Henry Collins.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend our sympathy and offer our condolences

to the family and friends of Mr. Collins.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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